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ilEPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITORS 

OF  THE 

Kentucky  institution  for  the  Education  of  tlie  Blind. 


TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  KENTUCKY: 

The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education 
of  the  Blind,  respectfully  present  their  Eleventh  Report. 

The  present  report  embraces  a  period  of  two  years  and  one  month, 
commencing  November  1,  1851,  and  ending  December  1,  1853. 

The  number  of  pupils  during  the  year  1852,  was  forty-one— twenty 
males,  and  twenty-one  females.  The  number  in  the  year  1853  has  been 
thirty-eight — fifteen  males,  and  twenty-three  females. 

Since  the  last  report  was  presented,  seventeen  new  pupils  have  been 
admitted  into  the  Institution  ;  five  have  received  diplomas  ;  three  have 
been  dismissed  without  having  passed  entirely  through  the  prescribed 
com'se  of  study;  and  two  have  been  returned  to  their  friends  with  vision 
so  much  improved  as  to  enable  them  to  receive  their  education  in  the 
ordinary  schools  for  the  seeing. 

The  improvement  of  the  sight  of  the  pupils,  though  not  originally  an- 
ticipated, is  exceedingly  gratifying,  and  speaks  loudly  in  praise  of  the 
skill  and  faithfulness  of  the  officers  of  the  Institution  and  the  regulations 
of  the  school  in  regard  to  diet,  recreation,  cleanliness,  labor  and  study. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  remarkably  good  during  the  last  two 
years  ;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  report  the  loss  of  one,  the  second  pupil  that 
has  been  removed  from  the  Institution  by  death  during  the  twelve  years 
of  its  existence.  John  P.  Fisher,  of  Boyle  county,  died  in  July  last,  after 
a  short  illness,  throughout  which  he  manifested  the  most  perfect  resigna- 
tion to  the  Divine  will,  and  the  utmost  fearlessness  and  composure  in 
view  of  approaching  dissolution.  His  remains  were  followed  by  the 
pupils  and  officers  of  the  school  to  the  Cave  Hill  Cemetery,  where  the 
Board  of  Visitors  propose,  with  the  approbation  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, to  purchase  a  suitable  lot  for  the  interment  of  such  pupils  as  may 
close  their  earthly  course  while  connected  with  the  Institution. 

The  Board  of  Visitors,  in  their  last  report,  asked  authority  from  the 
Legislature  to  sell  the  lot  of  the  Institution  and  purchase  a  larger  lot  in 
West  Louisville.  Authority  to  sell  the  lot  in  Louisville  was  granted,  but 
on  account  of  objections  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  members  to  the  pro- 
posed location  at  West  Louisville,  the  General  Assembly  directed  the 
Governor  of  the  State  to  appoint  commissioners  to  select  ten  acres  of 
land  and  to  report  the  same,  with  plans  of  all  the  necessary  buildings, 
to  the  Governor  for  his  approval.  The  commissioners  were  appointed, 
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and  after  careful  consideration,  recommended,  with  the  cordial  appro- 
battfof  thl  Board  and  of  the  Superintendent  o/jhe  Jnstituti^^^^^^ 


dollars  more  than  the  price  of  the  ten  acres  proposed  by  this  board,  but 
it  has  many  advantages  over  that  lot,  which  more  than  counterbalance 
the  difference  in  the  cost.  The  purchase  was  made  about  eighteen 
months  since,  and  already  the  land  in  that  vicinity  has  so  great  y  appre- 
ciated in  value,  that  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  land  estimate  it  at  near- 
ly three  times  the  price  paid  for  the  lot  of  the  Institution 

The  lot  as  originally  laid  off  by  the  Superintendent,  lies  in  the  form 
of  a  beautiful  parellelogram,  800  feet  in  length,  with  a  front  of  544^  feet 
on  the  Frankfort  turnpike  road.  The  site  is  the  highest,  most  command- 
in"-  and  most  beautiful  in  the  vicinity  of  Louisville.  New  Albany,  Jefier- 
sonville,  Portland  and  Louisville,  are  all  spread  out  like  a  map  before  it. 
The  Ohio  river  wdnds  beautifully  in  view  for  several  miles,  until  it  seems, 
at  last,  to  lose  itself  among  the  blue  hills  of  Indiana.  The  edifice  is  in 
full  view  of  the  travel  on  the  Ohio  river,  the  Frankfort  railroad,  the  Shel- 
byville  and  Bardstown  turnpike  roads,  and  several  other  great  avenues 
leading  into  the  interior  of  Kentucky. 

The  site  is  in  a  healthy  neighborhood,  it  has  a  soil  of  great  fertility,  is 
capable  of  the  most  perfect  drainage  at  little  or  no  expense — in  short, 
almost  all  things  combine  to  render  it  the  most  desirable  location  for  a, 
State  Literary  Institution  that  could  be  selected  in  the  vicinity  of  Louis- 
ville. 

But  while  the  Institution  has  been  peculiarly  fortunate  in  the  selection 
of  a  site,  it  has  been  equally  fortunate  in  the  adoption  of  a  plan  for  the 
building,  which  has  been  commenced  under  the  most  favorable  auspices. 
The  history  of  the  plan  is  briefly  as  follows  :  In  the  year  1851,  Mr.  B. 
M.  Patten,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution,  being  in  Frankfort, 
was  requested  by  a  committee  of  the  Legislature,  then  in  session,  to  lay 
before  them  plans  of  such  a  building  as  he  deemed  desirable  for  the 
school  for  the  blind.  He  therefore  immediately  drew  plans  and  present- 
ed them  to  the  committee,  who,  after  an  examination  of  the  same, 
recommended  to  the  General  Assembly  the  passage  of  a  most  liberal  act, 
providing  for  the  erection  of  all  the  buildings  necessary  for  the  Institu- 
tion, The  act  was  passed  with  almost  unparalleled  unanimity,  and 
placed  the  Institution  in  a  much  more  favorable  position  for  usefulness 
than  it  had  ever  before  occupied. 

The  plan,  which  thus,  in  effect,  was  sanctioned  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, being  subsequently  examined  by  the  Board  of  Visitors,  received 
their  unqualified  and  unanimous  approval.  And  the  commissioners 
having  requested  Mr.  Patten  to  present  to  them  a  suitable  plan  to  be 
recommended  to  the  Governor,  he  presented  the  aforesaid  plan,  which 
was  unanimously  approved  and  recommended  by  the  commissioners  to 
the  Governor,  who  also  approved  it. 

The  plan  has,  moreover,  been  examined  by  other  intelligent  gentle- 
men, including  several  eminent  architects  and  officers  of  similar  institu- 
tions in  other  states  ;  and  all  unite  in  pronouncing  it  remarkably  well 
adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed. 
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Immediately  after  the  approval  of  the  plan  by  the  Governor,  the  Board 
of  Visitors  appointed  a  committee  to  whom  they  entrusted  the  direct 
management  of  the  erection  of  the  buildings.  Upon  this  committee 
they  placed  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution,  and  directed  him  to 
make  such  disposition  of  his  classes,  &c.,  in  the  school,  as  would  allow 
him  to  give  his  personal  attention  to  all  the  building  operations.  We 
have  thus  secured,  at  all  times,  the  most  careful  attention  to  the  work ; 
and  we  feel  assured  that  the  enterprise  has  been  conducted  with  the 
utmost  prudence,  economy  and  fidelity.  The  work  and  materials  have 
been  obtained  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  all  the  mater als  are  good, 
and  the  work  has  been  executed  in  the  most  substantial  and  workman- 
like manner.  We  have  examined  and  approved  all  the  contracts  for 
work  and  materials,  have  given  all  necessary  attention  to  the  building, 
and  have  required,  from  time  to  time,  reports  from  the  Building  Com- 
mittee, who  have  conformed,  in  the  most  faithful  manner,  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  board. 

The  fund  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  buildings,  has 
been  derived  from  the  following  sources  : 

Sale  of  lot  in  Louisville,  less  cost  of  removing  old  bricks,  $  12,376  74 
W.  S.  Vernon,  on  account  of  insurance,     .       -       -  5,025  00 

Sale  of  old  iron,   500  00 

Appropriation  by  General  Assembly  in  1852,        -       -  10,000  00 


Deduct  amount  paid  for  ten  acres  of  land,  - 

Total  amount  of  Building  Fund,        -       -  . 
Deduct  amount  expended  in  building  and  materials. 

Unexpended  balance  of  Building  Fund,  in  bank, 


$  27,901 

74 

5,500 

00 

$  22,401 

74 

22,255 

79 

$  145 

95 

For  a  detailed  statement  of  the  building  operations,  including  the 
cost  of  the  various  kinds  of  work,  materials  on  hand,  &c.,  we  respect- 
fully refer  the  General  Assembly  to  the  accompanying  Report  of  the 
Building  Committee,  which  has  been  unanimously  approved  by  this 
board.  The  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  committee  have  been  exam- 
ined by  the  board  with  great  care,  and  they  are  explicit,  accurate,  and 
complete  ;  and  we  trust  that  the  entire  action  of  the  Board  of  Visitors 
and  the  Building  Committee  will  receive  the  approval  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

In  case  a  committee  should  be  appointed  by  your  honorable  body,  as 
in  former  years,  to  visit  the  Institution,  every  facility  will  be  afforded  for 
examining  the  building  and  all  other  departments  of  the  Institution. 

Since  the  destruction  of  the  buildings  of  the  Institution  by  fire  in  the 
year  1851,  the  Institution  has  been  indebted  to  the  University  of  Louis- 
ville for  a  building  in  which  to  continue  the  exercises  of  the  school.  As 
this  building  is  ill  adapted  to  the  wants  of  such  an  Institution,  and  espe- 
cially as  it  is  probable  that  it  will  very  soon  be  needed  by  the  collegiate 
department  of  the  University,  it  is  important  that  the  new  edifice  should 
be  hastened  to  completion  within  the  shortest  period  possible.  We, 
therefore,  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  be  made  by  the  General  Assembly  at  the  present  session.  If 
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this  appropriation  be  made  at  an  early  day  in  the  session, it  is  hoped 
that  the  building  may  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  bhnd  school 
before  it  will  become  necessary  to  relinquish  the  building  at  present 

occupied.  ,     ^         ,  .        , ,        ,  i 

When,  through  the  liberality  of  the  General  Assembly  and  people  ot 
Kentucky,  the  buildings  and  other  necessary  improvements  of  the  Insti- 
tution shall  be  fully  completed,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  no  neces- 
sity will  exist  for  soliciting  aid  in  support  of  the  Institution,  in  addition 
to  the  means  at  present  enjoyed.  ,    r     ■    -i,        ,  t,     i  j 

In  accoi'dance  with  "An  act  in  relation  to  the  Louisville  and  Forllana 
railroad^  approved  January  9,  1852,  the  Board  of  V^isitors  have  sold  the 
charter' of  said  road  to  a  company  for  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  the  first  payment  to  be  made  in  eighteen  months  from  the 
date  of  the  contract. 

The  receipts  of  the  Institution  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  for  the 
two  years  and  one  month,  commencing  November  1,  1851,  and  ending 
December  1,  1853,  have  been  as  follows  : 

Annual  appropriation  in  1852,  $  3  000  00 

AUowancu  for  beneficiaries  from  October  1,  1851,  to  October  1,  1852,     -      -         3,-241  yb 

Annual  appropriation  in  185.3,   3,000  00 

Allowance  for  beneficiaries  from  October  1,  1852,  to  October  1,  1853,    -       -  3,626  99 

For  board  and  tuition  of  paying  pupils  in  year  1851,   1.35  00 

Rent  of  building  on  broadway,   50  00 

Sale  of  old  iron,   33  37 

Sale  of  cow,   26  00 

Sale  of  grass,   25  00 

Sale  of  manufactured  articles  from  November  1,  1851,  to  December  31, 1852,  354  57 

Sale  of  manufactured  articles  from  January  1,  1853  to  December  1,  1853,     -  688  25 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer  at  date  of  last  report,   67 

$  14,181  81 

The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Institution  for  25  months, 
commencing  November  1,  1851,  have  been  as  foUow^s: 
Salaries  of  Superintendent  and  teachers,  from  November  1,  1851,  to  December 
31,  1852,       .  -      -      -      -      -      -       -      -       -      $  2,813  00 

Salary  of  matron  for  same  time,   323  34 

Salary  of  physician        "    175  00 

Wages  of  foreniau  and  workmen  in  work  department,  same  time,  668  17 
Wages  of  servants  and  seamstress,  same  time,        -       -       -  704  29 

Wages  of  cook  in  year  1851,   150  00 

Expenses  of  traveling  and  exhibition  in  1851,       ...  53  63 

Provisions,  groceries,  medicines,  &c.,  from  November  1,  1851,  to 

December  31,  1852,   1,760  70 

Insurance  in  years  1852  and  1853,   200  00 

Salaries  of  superintendent  and  teachers,  from  January  1  to  June 

30,  1853,   1,3.30  50 

Salary  of  matron  for  same  time,   135  83 

Salary  of  physician,       "   75  00 

Wages  of  foreman  and  workmen  in  work  department,  from  De- 
cember 31,  1852,  to  December  1,  1853,  -  -  .  .  274  00 
Wages  of  servants  and  seamstress,  for  same  time,  -  -  -  499  96 
Provisions,  groceries  and  medicines,  ttc.,  for  same  time,  -  1 ,525  68 
Fuel,  from  November  1,  1851,  to  December  1,  18.53,  -  -  494  11 
Rent  of  shop,  from  October  25,  1851,  to  December  1,  1853,  -  314  50 
Raw  materials  for  work  department,  for  same  time,      -       -          1,383  58 

Hay,  &c.,  $25  50,  featliers,  .$  11  60,   37  »0 

Hardware,  $74  99,  broom  machines,  $85  50,        -       -       -  160  49 

Lumber,  carpenter  work,  tfec.,         -     ■   2,32  91 

Stoves,  tin  ware,  repairs  of  roof,  &c.,   145  53 

Repairs  of  blinds  and  cistern,   31  00 

Kepairsof  mii:-.i.:  1  i'.istniinentB,   18  10 

Amounts  carried  forwai  J,  $  13,506  42  $14,18181 


5 


Amounts  brought  fomard,   $  13,50G  43  $14,18181 

Funeral  expenses  of  J ohu  P.  Fisher,   17  00 

Dry  goods,  §199  86,  furniture,  $160  15,       ....  360  01 

Queensware,  &c.,    8^  g-j 

13ooks  and  stationery,   40  85 

Grading  and  paving,   55 

Miscellaneous  expenses,   93  50 

  14,143  56 


Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,   -  $  38  25 


Statement  of  business  of  the   Work  Department  for  fourteen  months,  ending 

December  31,  1862. 

To  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  November,  1851,      -      -  -          $  226  46 

To  value  of  unmanufactured  stock,       "  no  40 

To  cost  of  raw  materials,  from  November  1, 1851,  to  December  31,  1852,  -             610  81 

To  wages  of  foreman  and  workmen.       "                    "               "  668  17 

To  rent  of  shop,  from  October  25,  1851,  to  December  31,  1852,      -      -  -            177  00 


$  1 ,792  84 

By  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  December  31,  1852,  $  138  96 
By  value  of  unmanufactured  stock  on  hand,       "  "  272  51 

By  sales  of  manufactured  articles,  from  November  1,  1851,  to 

December  31,  1852,  -       -         354  57 

  766  04 


Cost  of  supporting  the  work  department  for  14  months,  ending  Dec.  31, 1852,      $  1 ,02G  80 


Statement  of  business  of  the  Work  Department  for  eleven  months,  ending 


December  1,  1853. 

To  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  January  1,  1853,        ...  ^  133  95 

To  value  of  unmanufactured  stock,       "          "             "          ...  27^  51 

To  cost  of  raw  materials,  from  January  1  to  December  1,  1853,     -       -       -  772  77 

To  wages  of  foreman  and  workmen,    "             "             "...  274  00 

To  rent  of  shop,  from  January  1  to  December  1,  1853,          ....  ]37  50 


$  1,595  74 

By  value  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  December  1,  1853,  $  63  35 
By  value  of  unmanufactured  stock  on  hand,       "             "  677  18 
By  sales  of  manufactured  articles,  from  January  1,  1853,  to  De- 
cember 1,  1853,          -      -                                                  688  25 

  1,428  78 


Cost  of  supporting  the  work  department  for  11  months,  ending  Dec.  1,  1853,  $  166  96 


Soon  after  our  last  report  was  presented,  Mr.  Sievers  resigned  his  place 
as  teacher  of  handicraft,  and  we  were  not  able,  during  the  year  1852,  to 
fill  his  place  with  a  man  of  the  qualifications  necessary  for  that  import- 
ant department  of  the  school.  On  this  account  less  work  was  done  and 
fewer  sales  were  made  than  we  had  reason  to  anticipate,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  supporting  the  work  department  was  greater  than  in  any  pre- 
vious year. 

Early  in  the  year  1853,  we  secured  the  services  of  an  energetic  and 
faithful  man  in  the  work  department,  and  we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to 
report,  that  a  greater  amount  of  good  work  has  been  done,  and  larger 
sales  made,  during  the  eleven  months  ending  December  1,  1853,  than  in 
any  other  year  since  the  Institution  was  established  ;  and  we  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  the  mechanical  department  will  be  still  more 
prosperous  and  useful  during  the  next  year. 
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In  the  intellectual  and  musical  departments  of  the  school  the  same 
general  course,  detailed  in  former  reports,  has  been  steadily  pursuea, 
with  the  usual  gratifying  results.  ,     .    ,  ,  , 

In  November  last,  Mr.  Otis  Tatten,  who  had  lor  more  than  eleven 
years  discharged  the  duties  of  teacher  in  the  Institution,  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  Trustees,  having  been  elected  Superintendent  of  the 
Louisville  Orphans'  Home,  tendered  his  resignation  as  teacher. 

In  May  last,  Mrs.  Wright,  having  been  appointed  matron  in  the  Lu- 
natic Asylum,  of  Indiana,  presented  her  resignation,  and  the  vacancy 
was  immediately  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Esther  Pergrin,  a 
lady  of  extraordinary  fitness  for  this  responsible  and  important  olRce. 

Miss  Earle,  Miss  Melcher,  and  Mr.  Marion,  who  have  been  appointed 
teachers  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  have  discharged 
their  onerous  duties  with  fideUty  and  ability. 

The  thanks  of  the  Board  are  again  tendered  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
Louisville  Daily  Journal,  Louisville  Daily  Courier,  Daily  Louisville 
Times,  Kentucky  Yeoman,  Presbyterian  Herald,  and  Western  Recorder, 
for  copies  of  their  papers  sent  gratuitously  to  the  Institution  during  the 
last  two  years.  Our  grateful  acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  the 
American  Bible  Society,  for  the  donation  of  five  copies  of  the  Bible  for 
the  Blind  ;  and  to  the  Directors  of  the  Louisville  and  Frankfort  Railroad, 
for  valuable  favors  to  the  inmates  of  the  Institution. 

In  closing  this  report,  we  ask  leave  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
county  commissioners  to  the  duty  of  returning  the  names  and  ages  of 
the  blind  children  of  this  State,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  following  "  Act  in  relation  to  the  Blind  Children  in  Kentucky," 
approved  January  9,  1852  : 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of ' 
Kentucky,  That  from  and  after  the  present  year,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  commissioners  of  tax  in  each  county  in  this  Commonwealth,  to 
ascertain  and  return  on  the  back  of  their  books,  respectively,  the  names 
and  ages  of  all  blind  children  under  twenty  years  of  age  in  their 
respective  counties,  together  with  the  name  of  the  post  office  nearest  to 
the  residence  of  each." 

Since  the  passage  of  the  foregoing  act,  many  of  the  commissioners 
appear  to  have  been  as  remiss  in  their  duty  to  the  unfortunate  blind  as 
in  former  years,  and  we  have  satisfactory  reasons  to  believe  that  not 
one-fourth  of  the  names  of  the  blind  in  Kentucky  were  returned  by  the 
commissioners  in  the  year  1853.  As  proof  of  the  great  remissness  of 
some  of  the  commissioners  we  may  state,  that  in  one  of  the  counties  of 
the  State  the  commissioners  reported  only  one  blind  person,  while  upon 
the  books  of  the  Institution  were  the  names  of  more  than  thirty  blind 
persons  resident  in  that  county. 

According  to  the  last  census  of  the  United  States,  there  are  in  Ken- 
tucky 530  blind  persons  ;  but  we  believe  that  the  real  number  of  Wind 
in  the  State  is  much  larger. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  with  a  liberality  worthy  of  our 
time-honored  Commonwealth,  has  made  provision  for  the  education  of 
all  the  blind  children  and  youth  within  her  borders.  She  has  ordered 
the  erection  of  a  building  of  sufficient  size  for  their  accommodation, 
and  decreed  that  its  doors  shall  be  thrown  open  freely  to  all  who  are 
worthy  of  admission,  to  the  rich  and  poor  alike.    That  the  blind  may 
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be  reached  in  their  dark  and  cheerless  homes,  scattered  all  over  our 
widely  extended  territory  ;  that  they  may  learn  what  inestimable  trea- 
sures of  knowledge  and  happiness  have  been  opened  to  them  by  the 
State,  the  above  law  has  been  enacted,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  com- 
missioners in  every  county  of  the  State  will  see  that  its  benevolent 
provisions  be  strictly  complied  with. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  / 
L0UISVU.LE,  December  31,  1853.  ) 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind,  the  foregoing  report  was  adopted  as  the 
Eleventh  Report  of  the  Board  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky. 

BRYCE  M.  PATTEN, 

Scci'etary. 


BOARB  OF  VISITORS; 


WILLIAM  F.  BULLOCK,  Presidents 

THEODORE  S.  BELL, 

LEWIS  RUFFNER, 

EDWARD  P.  HUMPHREY, 

BLAND  BALLARD, 

WILLIAM  TANNER, 

ROBERT  J.  BRECKINRIDGE. 


WILLIAM  RICHARDSON,  Treasurer, 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  Secretary. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN, 

DI^ECTOB. 

MISS  ELIZABETH  EARLE, 

TEACHER. 

MISS  MARGARET  M.  MEL  CHER, 

TEAOHSBt 

EDMUND  P.  MARION, 

TEACHES. 

JOSEPH  B.  SMITH, 

TEACHES  07  VUSIO. 

MISS  ESTHER  PERGRIN, 

UATBON. 

FRANCIS  VELAD, 

roBiuuv  IN  iBCBAinauU.  ssrisnaanB. 

ROBERT  C.  HEWETT. 


t 
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CATALOGUE   OF  PUPILS 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1852. 


Names. 

Albert  Russel  Aemstboxg  * 
Thomas  Deboe,* 
Marlha  Jane  Arnold, 
Georg«  Bennett, 
Martha  Ann  Boyd, 
Mary  Jane  Buckner, 
Margaret  Rebecca  Clark, 
Sarah  Matilda  Clark, 
Elizabeth  Martha  Cox, 
Rachel  Minerva  Davis, 
Joanna  Diamond, 
Ellen  Emmons, 
Mary  Ann  Edward, 
Mary  Street  Edwards, 
Lucy  Innis  Edwards, 
■William  Thomas  Ellison, 
John  Patton  Fisher, 
Madison  Jones  Garrison,  - 
James  Richard  GoUaday, 
Elizhbeih  Henning, 

Susan  Hnnnah  Krusor, 

Wjlliam  Martin, 

Reuben  McClanahan, 

Mary  Francis  M'Atee, 

Thomas  Mings, 

Sidney  Caroline  Nance, 

Sarah  Jane  Kash, 

Philip  Troutraan  Patterson, 

John  Rayinoiid, 

Mary  Jane  Snddler, 

Ko-^aiina  Si-arev, 

Elizabelh  Shevals, 

James  Slu-vais, 

J«)n-ph  Simon  is, 

Robert  M;ir,han  Short, 

Piivid  St'-vcns, 

Sainii'.l  W  Jipi  lock  Stivers, 

llc-Iturd  Swi  b'>ton  VaugUnn, 
Ann  vxard, 

lib:-;;  Viv^t. 


Residence. 
Montgomery  county. 
Jessamine  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Ohio  county. 
Pad ucah. 
Louisville. 
Marsliall  county. 
Marshall  county. 
Trigg  county. 
Taylorsville. 
Lexington. 
Louisville. 
Muhlenburg  county. 
Logan  county. 
Logan  county. 
Murray. 
Boyle  county. 
Christian  county. 
Trigg  county. 
Louisville. 
Lexington. 
Boyle  county. 

Logan  county. 

Louisville. 

Hickman  county. 

Padiicali. 

Boyle  county. 

Grayson  county. 

Harrison  county. 

Jefferson  county. 

Andt'rson  county. 

Hawesviile. 

Hiiwesville. 

Louisville. 

Muhlenburg  county. 

Lexington. 

Bourbon  county. 

Bullitt  county. 

]S-ei>Jt)n  county. 

Kiclioias  county. 

Christian  county. 


t  Honorably  dismissed. 


CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1853. 


NaM£S. 

James  Richard  Golladat,* 
JoAN.VA  Diamond,* 
Saeah  Jane  Nash,* 
Martlia  Jane  Arnold, 
Mnrtha  Ann  Boyd, 
Mary  Jane  Buckner, 
Weedon  Black, 
Margaret  Rebecca  Clark, 
Sarah  Matilda  Clark, 
Elizabeth  Martha  Cox,  - 
Mary  Coslello, 
Rachel  Minerva  Davis,  - 
Ellen  Emmons, 
Mary  Ann  Edward, 
Mary  Street  Ed  wards, 
Lucy  Innis  Edwards, 
Wiliiam  Thomas  Ellison 
John  Patton  Fisher  || 
Madison  Jones  Garrition, 
Elizabeth  Henniug, 
Henry  Lyter  Kidd, 
Susan  Hannah  Krusor, 
William  Martin, 
Reuben  McClanahan, 
Mary  Francis  M'Atee, 
Thoma.<«  Mings, 
Sidney  Caroline  Nance, 
Philip  Troulman  Patterson, 
Rebecca  Rogers, 
Elizabeth  Shevals,  - 
James  Shevals, 
Robert  Marshall  Short 
Rosanna  Searcy ,t 
Mary  Jane  Saddler 
Joseph  Simoiiis.t 
Samuel  Wheelock  Sitvers, 
Richard  Swebston  Vaughan, 
Susan  Ann  Ward, 


Residenci. 
Trigg  county. 
Lexington. 
Boyle  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Padncah. 
Louisville. 
Laurel  county. 
Marshall  county. 
Marshall  county. 
Trigg  county. 
Louisville. 
Taylorsville. 
Louisville. 
Muhlenburg  county. 
Logan  county. 
Logan  county. 
Murray. 
Boyle  county. 
Christian  county< 
Louisville. 
Lexington. 
Lexington. 
Boyle  county. 
Logan  county. 
Louisville. 
Hickman  county. 
Pad  lie  ah. 
Grayson  county. 
Fayette  county. 
Hawesviile. 
Hawesville. 
Muhlenburg  county, 
Anderson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Louisville. 
Bourbon  county. 
Bullitt  county. 
Nelson  county. 


*  Graduates. 

t  Honorably  dismissei], 

II  JDeceased. 


ADMISSION   OF  PUPILS. 


Applications  for  admission  must  be  addressed  to  the  Director  of  the 
Institution;  but  no  person  who  is  under  six  or  over  fifteen  3^ears  of  age, 
can  be  admitted  without  a  special  vote  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

Candidates  for  admission  must  be  of  good  mental  capacity,  and  must 
present  certificates  from  some  respectable  physician,  of  freedom  from 
all  offensive  and  infectious  diseases;  and  must  furnish  satisfactory  testi- 
monials of  unexceptionable  moral  character. 

Every  application  must  state  the  name,  residence  and  Post-office  ad- 
dress of  the  applicant,  the  year,  month,  day  and  place  of  birth ;  the 
names  of  his  parents,  and  whether  they  are  living;  at  what  age  and  by 
what  means  the  blindness  was  produced;  whether  it  is  total,  and  whether 
there  are  other  instances  of  blindness  in  the  same  family  or  among 
their  relatives. 

Blind  children  resident  in  Kentucky  will  be  received  and  educated  at 
the  expense  of  the  State.  In  addition  to  all  the  above  requirements 
they  must  furnish  certificates  from  some  magistrate  or  other  well  known 
respectable  citizen,  that  they  are  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

Pupils  must  come  provided  with  a  full  supply  of  comlortable  cloth- 
ing, which  must  be  marked  with  the  name  of  the  owner,  and  be  renew- 
ed from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary.  Traveling  expenses  to  and 
from  the  Institution  must  be  paid  by  the  pupils  or  their  friends. 

The  annual  expenses  for  paying  pupils,  for  board  and  tuition,  wash- 
ing and  music,  are  one  hundred  dollars.  If  the  pupil  remains  at  the  In- 
stitution during  the  vacation,  an  additional  charge  of  twenty  dollars  is 
made. 

The  annual  term  of  study  commences  on  the  20th  day  of  September, 
and  closes  on  the  15th  day  of  July.  Pupils  should  be  present  at  the 
commencement  of  the  term,  remain  till  it  closes,  and  then  return  to 
their  homes  and  spend  the  vacation  with  their  friends. 


* 


REPORT  OF   BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors: 

The  Committee  to  whom  you  entrusted  the  management  of  the 
erection  of  the  buildings  of  the  Institution,  respectfully  present  the  fol- 
lowing Report : 

On  entering  upon  the  work  assigned  to  them,  the  committee  deter- 
mined to  guard,  with  the  greatest  circumspection,  against  any  unneces- 
sary expenditure  in  the  erection  of  the  buildings,  to  use  none  but  the 
most  approved  materials,  to  employ  no  mechanics  but  those  of  undoubt- 
ed skill  and  strict  integrity,  and  to  require  all  the  work  to  be  executed 
in  the  most  faithful  manner. 

We  therefore  invited  general  competition  by  public  advertisement, 
having  it  distinctly  understood  that  contracts  would  neither  be  recom- 
mend by  the  committee  nor  awarded  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  any  but 

I  skillful  and  reliable  men.  All  the  work  that  could  be  thus  disposed  of 
to  advantage,  was  given  out  by  contract,  and,  with  a  single  exception, 
to  the  lowest  bidder;  each  contractor  being  required  to  furnish  ample 
security  for  the  faithful  performace  of  his  engagements.    We  thus  se- 

I  cured  superior  workmanship  and  materials  on  the  most  favorable  terms; 
and  it  aflbrds  us  high  gratification  to  be  able  to  report  that, solar  as  the 
work  has  advanced,  the  contractors,  generally,  have  fulfilled  their  en- 
gagements with  remarkable  punctuality  and  fidelity,  that  not  a  single 
untoward  accident  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  progress  of  the  work, 
and  that  harmony  has,  at  all  times,  prevailed  between  the  contractors 
and  your  Committee. 

I  In  order  to  secure  constant,  faithful  and  responsible  supervision  of 
the  work,  by  direction  of  your  Board,  one  of  the  undersigned  has  given 
direct  personal  attention  to  all  the  building  operations,  and  the  commit- 
tee moreover  called  to  their  aid  F.  Costigan,  Esq.,  an  architect  of  great 
experience,  refined  taste,  and  rare  ability.  To  the  working  plans  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Costigan,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee,  and  ap- 
proved by  your  Board,  we  are  greatly  indebted  for  the  success  that  has 
attended  our  labors. 

In  pursuance  of  the  determination  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  expense, 
in  adopting  working  plans,  the  thickness  of  the  walls  of  the  building, 
as  given  in  the  former  plans,  was  so  considerably  reduced  in  parts  that 
would  not  be  injuriously  pfFected  by  the  change,  as  to  effect  a  saving  in 
the  cost  of  brickwork  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  By  dispensing  with 
the  quoin  stones,  and  making  the  window  caps,  generally,  plainer  and 
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of  cheaper  stone  than  was  originally  intended,  and  a  small  number 
8omewhat  more  ornate,  a  pleasing  variety  has  been  imparted  to  the 
plain  exterior  of  the  edifice  without  increasing  the  cost  of  it- 

'I'he  contracts  for  materials  and  work  were,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee,  awarded  by  your  Board,  as  follows,  under  the  most  care- 
fully prepared  articles  of  agreement  and  the  strictest  and  mmutest  spec- 
ifications. 1^.11^ 

Mr.  P.  M.  PfeifTer,  at  the  low  price  of  $2  25  per  perch,  furnished  mate- 
rials and  erected  walls  for  the  cellar,  hot-air  chambers,  &c.,  which  are 
believed  to  be  equal  in  durability  and  strength  to  any  similar  work  in 
the  State.  It  is  a  source  of  regret  to  the  committee  that  Mr.  Pfeiffer, 
in  fulfilling  his  contract,  lost  several  hundred  dollars,  in  addition  to  his 
own  time. 

The  principal  part  of  the  dressed  stone  was  furnished  and  set  by 
Messrs.  Vincent^&  vStruby,  at  prices  varying  from  sixty-five  to  seventy- 
five  cents  per  foot — prices  that  will  appear  exceedingly  low,  if  you  take 
into  consideration  the  remoteness  of  the  building  from  the  quarry  and 
the  dwellings  of  the  workmen,  and  compare  the  work  with  the  inferior 
work  lor  which  higher  prices  are  paid  in  the  city  of  Louisville.  The 
stone  was  obtained  from  a  quarry  recently  opened  by  Messrs.  V.  &  S., 
and  is  harder,  more  durable,  and  more  beautiful  than  any  stone  hereto- 
fore used  for  similar  purposes  in  the  city;  and  the  mechanical  execution 
of  the  work  is  such  as  to  reflect  high  credit  upon  the  contractors.  The 
excavation  for  the  cellar  under  the  entire  building  was  made  by  J.  B. 
Scanland,  at  nineteen  cents  per  cubic  yard.  The  carpenter  vi^ork  was 
done  in  a  very  superior  manner  by  men  employed  by  the  week  under  the 
direct  superintendence  of  the  Building  Committee  and  architect. 

A  kiln  estimated  to  contain  three  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand 
bricks,  standing  near  the  site  of  the  building,  was  purchased  of  Mr.  W. 
H.  Pope,  at  $3  87^  per  thousand;  and  Messrs.  Bohmer  &  Woods  made 
and  delivered  about  eight  hundred  thousand  hard  bricks  at  five  dollars 
per  thousand. 

It  was  originally  intended  to  have  the  principal  fronts  of  the  building 
faced  with  pressed  bricks,  but,  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  bricks  of 
that  description,  it  was  decided  to  use  only  common  hard  bricks,  and  to 
leave  the  outer  surface  of  the  external  walls  in  a  condition  to  receive  a 
covering  of  cement  or  stucco  in  case  the  Board  of  Visitors  should,  at 
any  future  time,  deem  it  advisable. 

The  brick  masonry  was  executed  by  Messrs.  Garret  &  Kerlin,  at  an 
average  price  of  $2  78  per  thousand.  For  the  prompt  and  faithful  man- 
ner in  which  these  gentlemen  fulfilled  their  engagements,  and,  especial- 
ly, for  their  liberality  in  making  such  a  deduction  from  their  bill  as  was 
equivalent  to  a  donation  to  the  Institution  of  about  four  hundred  dollars, 
they  merit  the  gateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Board  of  Visitors.  All 
the  other  materials  for  the  building  were  procured  on  the  lowest  terms 
practicable.  Messrs.  Rader,  Breeden,  Davis  and  Lavielle  furnished  the 
lumber  necessary  to  enclose  the  building.  J.  Foster  furnished  most  of 
the  window  caps  and  sills  of  a  very  superior  and  durable  kind  of  free- 
stone, at  a  much  lower  price  than  must  have  been  paid  for  limestone. 
The  hardware  was  furnished  by  Messrs.  Scrapie  &  Miles,  and  the  iron 
columns,  girders,  &c.,  by  C.  S.  Snead. 
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The  Building  Committee,  from  the  time  of  their  appointment  to  the 
>resent,  have  endeavored  to  act  in  strict  conformity  to  the  instructions 
md  wishes  of  your  Board.  Mindful  of  the  calamity  which,  two  years 
igo,  exposed  the  lives  of  the  blind  pupils  to  imminent  peril,  and  cast 
•hem  homeless  upon  the  community,  we  have,  in  accordance  with  the 
foriginal  design,  made  the  building  as  nearly  fire-proof  as  practicable. 
All  the  partition  walls,  therefore,  are  constructed  of  brick,  and  the  col- 
umns and  girders  in  the  dinning  room  which  support  brick  walls  above, 
are  made  of  cast  iron. 

The  fund  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  erection  of  the  buildings,  has 
been  derived  from  the  following  sources  : 


lAppropriation  by  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,   $  10,000  00 

Sale  of  land  and  old  bricks,   I2,37fi  74 

Sale  of  old  iron,     -       -      ;   500  00 

W.  S.  Vernon,  on  account  of  insurance,   5,025  00 


$27,901  74 

Deduct  amount  expended  in  purchase  of  land  as  recommended  by  commis 
sioners,  and  approved  by  His  Excelleuoy,  Governor  Powell,         -       -       -          5,500  00 


Total  amount  of  building  fund,  $22,401  74 

The  following  sums  have  been  expended  in  materials  for 
building  and  work  on  same,  in  sinking  well,  in  tools,  and 
in  erecting  shop  for  carpenters  : 

Paid  O.  Duffy,  sinking  well,    $  110  00 

"    J.  B.  Scanland,  excavations,   480  61 

"    P.  M.  Pfeiffer,       Do.    120  45 

"    P.  M.  Pfeiffer,  stone  masonry,   2,508  75 

"    Bohnier,  Woods  and  Pope,  bricks,         ....  5,525  32 

"    Vinct-nt  tfe  Strubv.  cut  stone-work,        ....  3,030  90 

"    Garret  &  Kerlin,  bricklaying,   2,666  61 

"    J.  Foster,  free  stone  worii,    2,856  80 

"    Breeden,  Rader,  etc.,  lumber,   2,008  18 

"    Tichenor  &  Brooksbanks,  stone  setting,        ...  203  25 

"    C.  S.  Snead,  iron  columns,    255  00 

"    C.  S.  Snead,  girders,  plates,  Ac,   41183 

"    A.  B.  Semple  &  A.  D.  Miles,  hardware,       ...  ISO  51 

Hiram  Jones,  painting,   67  30 

"    Samuel  Reane,  anchors,  clamps,  &c.,     ....  76  85 

"    Glover,  Gault,  (fe  Co.,  irons  for  derrick,          ...  28  31 

"    C.  R.  Griffith,  ropes,  blocks,  (fee,           -       -  .      -      -  63  17 

"  City  Papers,  advertising  to  contractors,  ...  21  25 
"    J.  Gingrich,  carpenters  work,  and  services  as  foreman, 

up  to  June  25,  1853,   803  34 

"  J.  Gingrich,  labor,  -  -  .  ...  61  42 
"    C.  Wohltman,  carpenter  work  and  services  as  foreman, 

up  to  Sept.  6,  1853,   513  80 

"    C.  VVohltman,  labor,  hauling  and  piling  bricks,  dray- 

age  and  shear-poles,   262  14 

  $  22,255  79 


Unexpended  balance  of  building  fund,  $  145  95 


Of  all  money  expended  by  the  committee,  accurate  accounts,  sustain- 
ed by  explicit  vouchers,  have  been  kept,  which  are,  at  all  times,  open 
to  the  inspection  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  and  are  herewith  presented. 

Before  thy  building  was  commenced,  an  architect  laid  before  the  com- 
miUee  a  hastily  prepared  statement,  according  to  which,  in  his  opinion, 
the  building  could  be  enclosed  and  some  of  the  rooms  finished  for  the 
sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  We  have  now  expended  only  $22,255 
79  and  having  completed  the  more  expensive  parts  of  the  work,  and 
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having  on  hand  and  paid  for  a  large  amount  of  materials,  coBststtng,  in 
part  of  bricks,  hardware,  lumber  and  wmdow  caps  and  sills  for  the  en- 
tire edifice,  it  is  believed  that  it  may  be  enclosed  without  greatly  exceed- 
ing the  above  estimate.  ,  u  mj-      v  *  . 

But  as  it  is  necessary  not  only  to  enclose  the  buildmg,  but  to  prepare 
the  interior  for  the  Blind  School,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  your 
committee  reapectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  asking  from  the  Leg- 
islature  of  Kentucky,  an  appropriation  of  not  less  than  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars.  If  this  appropriation  be  made  at  an  early  day  in  the 
session  the  necessary  materials  can  be  more  readily  and  cheaply  ob- 
tained, contracts  with  mechanics  can  be  made  on  more  advantageous 
terms,  the  work  can  be  resumed  under  more  favorable  auspices  in  the 
ensuing  spring,  and  the  blind  children  and  youth  of  the  State  will  sooner 
find  a  home  in  the  commodious  edifice  which  has  been  so  nobly  com- 
menced by  the  munificence  of  the  General  Assembly  and  people  of 

Kentucky.  ,       ,  . 

The  building  committee  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing 
their  thanks  for  the  uniform  confidence  manifested  by  your  board,  with 
the  assurance  that  if  they  have  succeeded  in  conducting  the  work  satis- 
factorily to  you  and  the  State,  they  ascribe  their  success  mainly  to  the 
efficient  and  judicious  manner  in  which  their  efforts  have  been  seconded 
and  sustained  by  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEWIS  RUFFNER, 
B.  M.  PATTEN, 

Building  Committee. 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  / 
Louisville,  December  14,  1853.  ) 
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But  as  it  is  necess 
the  interior  for  the 
committee  reapectfi 
islature  of  Kerituc 
thousand  dollars, 
session,  the  neces 
tained,  contracts 
terms,  the  work  « 
ensuing  spring,  a 
find  a  home  in  t 
menced  by  the^ 
Kentucky. 

The  building' 
their  thanks  for 
the  assurance  1 
factorily  to  yo 
efficient  and  j 
and  sustained 
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